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Media Release – For Immediate Release

A message to AWI – you cannot silence us

Orders were made today in the Federal Court dismissing the AWI proceedings against Animal Liberation and two of its members, Angie Stephenson and Sally Dingle-Wall.   Animal Liberation is free to continue to campaign against the cruel practice of mulesing sheep.

“Mulesing is cruel and barbaric”. Animal Liberation has been telling the public this since its inception in 1976. Mulesing is a short-cut method which wool farmers use to help ease the pressure of fly-strike on merino sheep. 

Animal Liberation spokesperson, Angie Stephenson, states, “Mulesing involves using sheers to cut away skin from the anus and vaginal regions of lambs, there is no pain relief given. In a Parliamentary debate published on Hansard as early as 1994, Mulesing has been compared to female genital mutilation in women. That is how sadistic this so-called procedure really is”

“The wool industry has placed itself in a bit of a bind, it openly admits that Mulesing is cruel and that it has to stop, so it placed a self imposed end date of 2010. One must ask why, if this procedure is so cruel, like female genital mutilation, are we allowing it to be done to millions of lambs for another three years?”

“If we know something is cruel, as a normal human being we are obliged to stop it and prevent it from happening again. Wool farmers have had 84 years to come up with an alternative solution to the problem of fly strike in sheep, however they have sat on their hands and let the flesh of lambs be stripped away with sheering sheers. This practice is so cruel, and this is something that the Wool Industry does not want you to hear, it actually causes an amount of ‘shock-loss’, whereby the pain is so traumatic for some lambs they die because of the procedure.”

“The solution is proper husbandry practices, such as outlined by a letter published in The Land newspaper this year, Natalie Houghton explained that ‘it was possible to breed Merinos without Mulesing with minimal and manageable flystrike, and numerous other breeders I know have had success without mulesing’”

“If some wool farmers don’t need to mules then none of them do” states Ms Stephenson.

For further information contact Angie Stephenson 02 9262 3221 

