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Press Release for immediate release
Friends of Fish to disrupt Game Fishing ‘weigh-in’– Nelson Bay
Animal Liberation activists plan to disrupt the annual ‘weigh-in’ at Nelson Bay on Sunday as they call on game fishing to be banned. It is a cruel and barbaric blood sport that should not be considered a ‘recreational activity’ in such a civilised society.

Target fish are subjected to horrific and prolonged pain and suffering.  This type of cruelty, when perpetrated on dolphins and whales, incites justifiable international outrage.  

Where: Nelson Bay Marina, ‘weigh in’ on the wharf
When:  3pm, Sunday 24th February 2008
What: Protesters will have loud hailers, whistles and be waving placards
Game fishing is accepted as a sport, primarily because participants fail to accept their actions actually cause pain to the victims of their pursuit. Fish cannot express pain in a way that humans can relate, however they have the same capacity for pain, stress and anxiety as humans and other animals.  Fish have the same nerve endings, the same chemicals for transmitting and blocking pain, and the same receptor sites for anxiety reducing chemicals as mammals.  
Louis Smith, Animal Liberation spokesperson says,

“Just because fish can’t scream doesn’t mean they aren’t feeling pain.

“The suffering starts when the fish is hooked in the mouth with large barbed hooks and are then dragged by the mouth to the boat, placing constant pressure on the line and therefore the hook.  The duration of the ‘fight’ can take from several minutes to hours, causing constant pain and stress to the fish throughout.  To end this gruesome game, after the fish is completely exhausted, a large sharp curved pole, called a gaff, is thrust through the flesh of the fish and the impaled fish is dragged onto the boat, where they usually die slowly and painfully from asphyxiation.  
“The accepted method for dealing with large sharks is even more barbaric, as they are secured by the tail and dragged backwards behind the boat, which results in them slowly drowning”, stated Mr Smith.
Animal Liberation NSW is opposed to this animal exploitation and cruelty. It is calling for an end to this barbaric sport. 

Protesters will also be documenting any breaches of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animal Act on the day, with a view to halting such barbarity in the future.
For comment or further information contact: 
Louis Smith, Animal Liberation NSW 0433 361 277
