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Press release – for immediate release 23/5/07
KANGAROO MEAT DISEASE ALERT
AUSTRALIAN QUARANTINE INSPECTION SERVICE (AQIS) REFUSES REQUESTS FOR AN URGENT MEETING

TOXOPLASMOSIS IS A PATHOGEN COMMONLY FOUND IN KANGAROO MEAT, PEOPLE WHO HAVE FALLEN ILL AFTER EATING KANGAROO MEAT ARE REQUESTED TO CONTACT US IMMEDIATELY
To report concerns call: 1800 751 770 or 

Email Animal Liberation: sydneyhq@animal-lib.org.au
Mark Pearson, Executive Director Animal Liberation states:-

“After a two year investigation including inspections of the remote chillers where carcasses are kept and the plants where they are processed, our numerous requests to meet with AQIS urgently have been ignored.
“Most people who become infected with Toxoplasma are not aware of it. Some people who have toxoplasmosis may feel as if they have the "flu" with swollen lymph glands or muscle aches and pains that last for a months. Severe toxoplasmosis, causing damage to the brain, eyes, or other organs, can develop from an acute Toxoplasma infection or one that had occurred earlier in life and is now reactivated.”
Marcus Ward, Victorian Greens said:-
“I received an email during the Victorian State election from a woman in Sydney who had been poisoned by undercooked Kangaroo meat served at a Sydney restaurant. She seemed to think it was well known. The whole group she was with were very ill. She suffered for some years and is still suffering some effects. The illness was very serious.

“Kangaroo meat was the cause of Australia's first recorded outbreak of the potentially fatal disease toxoplasmosis that infected twelve people including a pregnant woman which caused her baby to be born blind. There have been numerous warnings from health professionals for decades which has so far fallen on a bureaucracy and governments deaf ears.  There is clearly a significant public health risk. Why is there no systematic monitoring?” 
Pat O’Brien, Wildlife Protection Association of Australia refers to Dr David Obendorf’s findings:-
“‘The incidence of Toxoplasma abortions and infertility is amongst the highest in Australia.’ *

‘People who eat undercooked wallaby or kangaroo meat could be at risk of infection by a newly-discovered animal parasite, Australian doctors have warned.’*”… the contamination of Kangaroo carcasses by this virus is a serious threat. Toxoplasmosis is not tested for by Australian Quarantine Inspection Services. It is only detected in infected humans, but by then it is too late. The worst part about this disease is that there is no cure.”
We ask anyone who has eaten Kangaroo meat and fallen ill to contact us so we can make their case public. This will warn others, who are thinking about trying it, that it is not so ‘clean and green’.
Further information contact: 
Mark Pearson 0417 252 107




Marcus Ward  0427 235 254

Pat O’Brien  0408 711 344

*Diseases in Kangaroo Meat, Dr. David Obendorf, BVSc(Hons), B(An)Sc, PhD (Melbourne)
