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PRESS RELEASE 22/11/06

UNIVERSITY OF NEWCASTLE –

AUSCHWITZ FOR ANIMALS

A STAGGERING NEAR 21,000 ANIMALS WERE TORMENTED, MAIMED OR POISONED OVER TWO YEARS BEFORE MOST WERE KILLED

Mark Pearson, Executive Director Animal Liberation said


“This information exposed by The Herald yesterday reveals a terrible toll of animal abuse which is usually hidden behind a shroud of secrecy. Animals have suffered a great deal before and during countless misleading experiments.


“The Deputy Vice Chancellor, Barney Glover said dogs, cats, wildlife, cattle and thousands of mice were used. Chemicals were tested, animals subjected to food and environmental deprivation, stomach tubing and invasive procedures undertaken. He has not said how this has “benefit(ted) the people of the Hunter.” He did not name one “critical advance in the areas of cancer and asthma.”

“Ethics committees which approve experiments are a joke. The majority consists of researchers and they are very unlikely not to approve research protocols because they will want their own approved. The animal welfare and community representatives are only two voices and may not be able to be able to effectively analyse the protocols.


“The University is supposed to be committed to Reduction, Refinement and Replacement (The Three Rs) in regards to animal research. This staggering number of animals reveals that the University has failed this commitment.

“Animal experimentation has seriously obstructed the advance of medical science. There are numerous cases of misleading results in animals leading to detrimental and life-threatening outcomes for people.

“Prof. Glover said the university “strived to be transparent about animal testing”. There is no evidence of concerned people in the community being invited to observe the cardiac experiments on grey hounds or the food deprivation of cats, rabbits and possums. 

“I put to Professor Glover to commit to permitting me or other concerned members of the community to see the experiment protocols for 2007 and be allowed to observe any experiment requested. Only that would be honest transparency”
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