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15th December, 2008


Supermarket’s Cruel Christmas Exposed. 

Outside one of Australia’s major supermarkets this morning, carollers show the world the crueller side of Christmas: brutality within the Broiler Industry – an Animal Liberation Exposé

Animal rights activists sing carols of truth around a bloodied Christmas tree, stockings and gift boxes filled with “Great Meal Ideas”: DEAD CHICKENS  found inside standard NSW Broiler sheds during an Animal Liberation investigation last night.

Date: Monday 15th December

Time: 10am sharp

Location: Corner of King and George St, Sydney

What: Dead chickens inside Christmas gift boxes and Christmas stockings. These will be laid around a bloodied Christmas tree joined by carollers. 

An ongoing investigation carried out by Animal Liberation, including footage taken last night, found birds in shocking conditions. Activists who entered the facility followed all bio-security protocol. Breaches of the Code of Practice for Domestic Poultry included dead and dying birds found in sheds. More than 30 birds, who were unable to stand up to reach food or water, were taken for veterinary assistance. Animal Liberation spokesperson Emma Hurst says, “The RSPCA will be notified of the shocking conditions of birds inside these facilities. These facilities are typical of chicken and turkey suppliers that provide to major supermarkets”

Selective breeding and the use of antibiotics have resulted in a mutant bird that grows 2-3 times faster than normal. The result is a chicken with a juvenile skeleton carrying the flesh of an obese adult. From a previous Animal Liberation investigation of a broiler chicken facility, a report by an avian veterinarian stated the birds were, “depressed”, “dehydrated”, “emaciated” and described their demeanour as, “obviously painful”.  All birds exhibited muscular-skeletal abnormalities which lead to cardiovascular problems, pain, inability to access food or water, and birds defecating onto themselves. 

Not only are broiler facilities a problem for animals, but the environment too.

Emma continues, “Large Broiler facilities emit around 50,000 kgs of ammonia annually. A veterinary report of chickens taken from such a facility found excess mucous in their upper airways caused by ammonia irritation. Ammonia exposure can cause irritation or serious burns to the skin and in very high quantities, can lead to death in humans, according to the National Pollutant Inventory.” 

Emma Hurst states, “The Christmas reality is emaciated, diseased, and dying birds. The best Christmas gift you can give this year is to leave these birds off your dinner table.”  

Footage of conditions inside broiler & turkey sheds available. 

For further information please contact:

Emma Hurst 0403022532

