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Press release – for immediate release

KANGAROO REMOVED FROM MENU

AFTER ACKNOWLEDGING CRUELTY WITHIN THE COMERCIAL KANGAROO MEAT INDUSTRY, RUSSIAN RESTAURANT ‘AUSTRALIAN OPEN’ HAS REMOVED THE OPTION FROM ITS MENU.

Angie Stephenson, spokesperson for Animal Liberation NSW confirms, “Today I visited the restaurant with information pertaining to our two-year investigation into the industry. The manager was very obliging and after reading the information, acknowledged they had recently learned about such cruelty and have since stopped selling kangaroo meat.”

“The reason they were targeted was because their website still holds that kangaroo meat is sold, however after scrolling through every page on the in-house menu, there is not a single product from a kangaroo listed”

“I am satisfied, that with the admission from the manager who was adamant they do not sell Kangaroo anymore and her offering the menu for me to look through, that the Australian Open has shown compassion over profits and banned Kangaroo meat from its kitchen.”

“It is a significant step forward for the kangaroos and after talking to, and visiting, two other restaurants in Russia whose websites say they sell kangaroo meat, one admitted they sell other meat from Australia, however have never sold kangaroo meat, and the second said they no longer sell it” 

“What we’re finding is there is no such demand for kangaroo meat in Russia, which is a myth the Kangaroo Industry is sprouting. There are no products in the supermarkets labeled as Kangaroo and the way it is entering the food chain is via a minced up paste which is going straight into salami and sausage meat. The Russian people do not know they are eating Kangaroo, let alone choosing to.”

Animal Liberation NSW will hold a second press conference in Moscow today for the Russian media who are very concerned by the investigation outcomes and even more so by recent events occurring behind industry doors.

Animal Liberation NSW was recently informed that Vacik Distributors, the biggest exporter of Kangaroo meat for human consumption in NSW closed all their chiller doors due to scrutiny by AQIS the day after this investigation was publicly launched. The industry also sent a memo to shooters summarising they will now be paid less for each carcass, due to the fact that a glutton of South American meat is being shipped to Russian and EU markets. This amazing set back was not widely publicised, nor has there been any outcry from the Kangaroo Industry saying this is the reason for their industry being in supposed decline, hence we question the sentiment behind this memo.

Mark Pearson, Executive Director of Animal Liberation NSW states, “After meeting with a European Union representative in Brussels, it is clear that our message is being taken seriously and steps put in place for a potential ban on the import of kangaroo products to the EU”

“We will return next year to brief the committee on our investigation and will present to them several scientific reports currently being commissioned”
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