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MEDIA RELEASE – for immediate release
‘GRIM REAPER’ AND ‘LADIES OF DEATH’ JOIN TOGETHER TO SIGNIFY THE DEATH OF MULESING
The Grim reaper and 2 Ladies of death, dressed in black funeral attire holding black roses and candles, will hold a ‘mock funeral’ in front of the Australian Wool Innovation offices today to signify the dying out of one of the cruellest farming mutilations in the world
Over the last few years Australian Wool Innovation (AWI) attempted to silence activists from Animal Liberation and PETA who were telling the world about the cruelty of Mulesing. Mulesing involves cutting strips of skin away from the genital areas of female sheep. It has been compared to female genital mutilation of humans due to the barbarity of the cut.  In 2008 AWI removed itself from a long and expensive court case against animal activists on the issue. This was followed by renewed protest actions about cruelty to Australian sheep. 
Recently a Swedish TV program showed a representative of the Australian Sheep and Wool industry taskforce (set up because of original protest action) offering a Swedish animal rights activist a free trip to Australia if they didn’t talk about mulesing on the program.
This stunt has severely backfired on an already struggling industry. Now the EU will be considering a ban on all products from Australia which have been made with wool from mulesed sheep. It has resulted in the WA Department of Agriculture stopping the practise immediately and a call by the NSW Farmers Federation to ban the procedure.

 
Date:    Wednesday, 12th March
Time:    12.00p.m. Sharp
Place:   AWI Head office, 580 George Street, Sydney (Cnr Druitt)
Each year, millions of Australian sheep have skin sliced away from their anus and vulva, it sounds nasty and it is, imagine being allowed to do this to our floppy skinned companion animals? Not likely.

 
“The Australian public must accept no more excuses from sheep farmers, mulesing must end now,” says Angie Stephenson, Animal Liberation NSW. 
“Existing sheep husbandry practises are sufficient without having to mules, if farmers are willing do their job properly. Sheep farming is like any other commercial venture, you get good operators who can make quality changes to their operations, then you have others who continue to use crude short cuts just to make a buck.”  
 
* For further details please contact:

Angie Stephenson on 0425 220 750 
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Suite 904, Level 9, 32 York St, Sydney NSW 2000
T 9262 3221 | E sydneyhg@animal-lib.org.au
www.animal-lib.oxg.au
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