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ANIMAL LIBERATION SUPPORTS REDLAND CITY COUNCIL 

TO BAN THE CAGING OF BIRDS

Animal Liberation today said it supports the move by Redland City Council to ban the caging of birds.

The caging of birds is cruel, especially for larger birds, like cockatoos, which can live up to 100 years imprisoned in a cage.

'People buy birds and cockatoos particularly, because they are so entertaining. Cockatoos are intelligent and can learn to speak like humans.  They also get very attached to one individual. That's what they do in the wild - they bond with one partner for life; but too many end up in solitary confinement for up to 100 years with no mate; lonely and depressed' said Angie Stephenson from Animal Liberation.

 

Animal Liberation's campaign Freedom for Birds aims to free the birds from their cages, especially Australia's most famous bird, the Sulphur-crested Cockatoo.

'There is currently no adequate legislation for, or public awareness of, the needs of birds when kept in captivity. All birds deserve humane treatment and the right to fulfilment of their physical and behavioural needs' said Angie Stephenson. 

Nearly all cockatoos and large parrots sold in pet shops have been trapped from the wild. They are extremely difficult to breed in captivity and there is little incentive for aviculturists to attempt to do so, since the birds are so readily available from the wild.


For any bird, life in a cage is unnatural and can cause stress and disease. For the bird trapped from the wild, this stress is greatly increased. Snatched from its life with the flock, the barren cage is indeed a devastating contrast, it is a prison: a convenient method of preventing the escape of an animal that was created for flight. Convenience for the owner overrides the bird's need for biological fulfilment. The result for the bird is a life of boredom, loneliness, sexual frustration and total dependence.

For further information:  Angie Stephenson 0425220750
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