[image: image1.png]ANIMAL LIBERATION





11th December, 2008

Media Release          

Protest to Ban Horse Racing Whips

Animal Liberation is opposed to horse racing.  It is a national disgrace that racehorses in Australia have continued to be subjected to physical pain and psychological stress despite a view expressed by the Senate Select Committee into welfare of horses in 1991 that whips should be eliminated as a means of making a horse run faster.  It is widely acknowledged that the whip causes physical pain and psychological stress including an inherent sense of panic to racehorses.   It is also well documented that race horses are plagued by lameness, stomach ulcers and internal bleeding of the lungs. Such documentation is indicative that they are routinely pushed far beyond their natural limitations.  The extreme stress they experience may result in catastrophic cardiovascular or respiratory failure known as sudden death, and catastrophic musculo-skeletal injuries (there were 180 such fatalities on Victorian racecourses between 2001 and 2004). 

Under P.O.C.T.A. N.S.W. Act it is an offence to inflict pain (which includes suffering and distress) unreasonably, unnecessarily or unjustifiably to an animal. An equine scientist behaviourist has stated that just threatening a horse with a whip can compromise a horse’s welfare.  Leading trainer, David Hayes admitted that whips hurt horses.  It is incumbent upon State governments to pass legislation to guarantee the welfare of the racehorse.

Dr Paul McGreevy, Associate Professor, Faculty of Veterinary Science at Sydney University is in no doubt that horses feel pain when whipped, he defines pain in his book, Equine Behaviour as “an extremely aversive sensation.” He also wrote to The Australian newspaper of the futility of “flogging” a tired horse, particularly when “animals feel the pain while being unable to respond.”   

Jockey, Chris Munce, recently released from jail, stated on national television on 3rd December, 2008 in reference to resuming riding in Australia, “there will be a few horses with sore bums at the end of the day.”  Such statements confirm why whipping racehorses must be condemned as legalized brutality and outlawed by our evolving culture.

Patrick Smith – The Australian: "It is cruelty on a massive scale and Australians should be ashamed that we have not ordered this barbarism to stop years ago." "If whipping exhausted horses coming 11th and beaten mentally and physically is a sport, we need to be utterly ashamed as a community. ""While it is legal it is also barbaric.  It cannot be justified on any level, that whipping does not hurt a horse is outright nonsense and leading jockey Damien Oliver has said they are not required for control.""It's a sick, misguided industry that spends millions a year on veterinary expertise, research and drugs so horses remain fit and sound enough to be whipped countless times in the name of a good time or a big payout.”

When:  11 a.m. Friday 12th December 

Where: Racing NSW - 51 Druitt Street

What:  Activists dressed with horse heads outside racing headquarters to coincide with Australian Racing Board meeting to discuss and possibly reach a decision on whip reform in racing

 

For further information please call: 

Angie Stephenson – 0425 220 750

Lynda Stoner – 0433 950 564
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