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Embargoed until 2.30pm

Animal Activists disrupt the race that ‘Stops the Nation’

After legally gaining entry to the Flemington Race Track today, Animal Activists managed to disrupt the start of the Melbourne Cup where they held graphic posters and received ‘boos’ from tens of thousands of glamorised-gamblers.

The Spring Racing carnival has been the target of animal activists over the last week. Wanting to expose the brutality within the horse-racing industry,  the first action involved a sticker with the words ‘CRUELLER’ replacing promotional signs over the Tullamarine Freeway so the signs then read ‘Spring racing, it’s crueller than you think”.

Protesters gathered in front of the Parade of Champions yesterday to remember the 90,000 thoroughbreds who have been slaughtered over the past 5 years due to overbreeding for the racing industry.

Australian Horseracing Facts

· The average racing career of a racehorse is less than three years.

· Only around 30% of the approx. 18,000 racehorses bred for racing each year will ever race. For the ones who don’t make it, nearly all will be discarded and killed for meat.

· During training periods, most racehorses are confined to a stable for up to 22 hours per day.

· 90% suffer from painful stomach ulcers, 

· 90% suffer from bleeding of the lungs (Pulmonary bleeding),

· Most horses will race for less than 3 years and are then discarded like rubbish, sold for just a few hundred dollars.

Graphic footage available of routine slaughter of racehorses:

6min horseracingkills DVD

1 hour video (raw footage)

Horseracingkills brochure

For more information contact:

Animal Liberation NSW, Elio Celotto, Trackside 
0412 039 788




     Angie Stephenson, 
02 9262 3221

or visit  www.horseracingkills.com

