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MEDIA RELEASE
4th December
THE GREENS, THE SHOOTER’S PARTY

 AND 
ANIMAL LIBERATION 
JOIN TO FIGHT GOVERNMENT PROPOSAL THAT WILL SUBJECT 
LAYING HENS TO BATTERY CAGES FOR DECADES TO COME
The Government is mandating battery hen cages be increased by 100 square centimetres (or the equivalent of 2 credit cards per bird) which will guarantee the battery cage system remains entrenched in Australia.  This at a time when consumers are increasingly demanding barn or free range eggs because of the cruelty of the cage system.
Greens MP Ian Cohen will today move a disallowance motion in Parliament in an attempt to stop Primary Industries Minister Ian Macdonald from subjecting layer hens to battery cages for decades to come.

The motion will be against a new regulation – ironically under the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act - that will mandate that industry make a small increase in cage size for battery egg hens in return for government guarantees that the industry can continue to operate in NSW.
A joint press conference with be held today at 11.30am with Animal Liberation, the Shooters Party and The Greens.
There is no place in a civilised society for battery cages.

The truth is that this regulation – if successful - will condemn tens of millions of hens in NSW to a wretched existence as industry invests in new wire cages instead of investment in the transition to barn or free range.  The miniscule increase will do nothing to ameliorate the ongoing physical and mental pain and suffering that laying hens must endure.
Battery cages have been banned by many countries throughout the world including in Sweden, Finland, Switzerland, Germany, Austria, and Norway.  The European Union is phasing them out and there will be a total ban by 2012.    

Consumers are now moving toward barn and free range eggs because of the cruelty of the battery cage.
Further Information: Lynda Stoner – 0433 950 564
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