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Press release – for immediate release

KANGAROOS……..’NOT PESTS’
AFTER DECADES OF PERSECUTION FOR BEING PESTS TO FARMERS, KANGAROOS HAVE BEEN UNCONDITIONALLY TAKEN OFF THE HIT LIST.

The Administrative Appeals Tribunal in Sydney has been in session over the week hearing a challenge by the Wildlife Protection Association of Australia (WPAA) to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and the Arts and others regarding the 2006-2011 Kangaroo Management Plan (KMP). This plan is one which allows a contentious commercial kill of kangaroos for profit.
Pat O’Brien, from WPAA confirms, ‘Out of this latest challenge to the Kangaroo Management Plan we have heard evidence that the myth that kangaroos are damaging the environment and competing for pasture with sheep or cattle is just not true.
‘We are asking the tribunal to consider halting the commercial kill of kangaroos not only due to the newly outed pest myth, but for reasons of cruelty as well.

‘The prescribed method of killing in pouch and out of pouch joeys is to bludgeon them over the head with a heavy object. Unlike a calibrated abattoir gun, there is no guarantee that the first blow will be the final one. When it comes to crushing the skull of a joey, whose craniums are known to be thicker than other species at the same age, the force required varies depending on age, and hence the quickness of death is in the hands of a shooter who is already worn out from shooting all night
O’Brien continues, ‘Currently we have scientists arguing over population numbers as well as quasi extinction rates, how the government is allowing a commercial kill under known uncertainty is extraordinary’

Scattered around the Australian country side are hundred’s of thousands of kangaroo heads which have been chopped off by shooters, however as discussed at the tribunal, the chief compliance officer of the KMP does not know why this occurs. 
Angie Stephenson of Animal Liberation NSW speculates that ‘It is because shooters will not receive a return on the carcass if it is seen to be inhumanely shot. 

‘For example if there was a shot to the jaw of a kangaroo and it was seen to have suffered, theoretically under the licensing laws of the KMP, that shooter would not only not receive an income for the carcass, he would potentially be fined for breaches of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act.

‘Every kangaroos’ head is now chopped off before being put into the commercial chiller so as to bypass potential prosecution under the state cruelty laws.’
The tribunal has heard arguments from animal welfare representatives, the RSPCA, the kangaroo industry and kangaroo shooters themselves. Final submissions will be made from 10am today, however it’s not know how long it will be before a decision on this complex issue is handed down.
Location & Time: Administrative Appeals Tribunal, Level 5, 55 Market Street, Sydney. 10am today
For comment on todays or the weeks proceedings contact: 

Pat O’Brien, WPAA +61 408 711 344

Angie Stephenson, Animal Liberation +61 425 220 750
