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Media Release








2nd July 2008

The Colonel’s Secret Recipe Exposed. 
On stage at the World Poultry Congress, his secret recipe on display for the world to see: Brutality within the Broiler Industry – an Animal Liberation Exposé
World Poultry Congress attendees will be joined by the Colonel this morning as he serves up ‘succulent’ dead chickens found inside a typical Brisbane Broiler shed during an Animal Liberation investigation.
Tombstones will accompany each of the dead bodies.
Date: Wednesday 2nd July

Time: 9.30am sharp
Location: Brisbane Convention Centre, corner of Glenelg & Merivale Sts, Southbank
The investigation found birds in shocking condition. Activists who entered the facility followed all bio-security protocol. Breaches of the Code of Practice for Domestic Poultry included dead and dying birds found in sheds. The birds, who were unable to stand up to reach food or water, were taken to seek veterinary assistance. Animal Liberation Project Manager Angie Stephenson says, “The RSPCA will be notified of the shocking conditions of birds inside this facility, who will eventually be sold to one of the largest poultry suppliers in Australia.”

Selective breeding and the use of antibiotics have resulted in a mutant bird that grows 2-3 times faster than normal. The result is a chicken with a juvenile skeleton carrying the flesh of an obese adult. From a previous Animal Liberation investigation of a broiler chicken facility, a report by an avian veterinarian stated the birds were, “depressed”, “dehydrated”, “emaciated” and described their demeanour as, “obviously painful”.  All birds exhibited muscular-skeletal abnormalities which lead to cardiovascular problems, pain, inability to access food or water, and birds defecating onto themselves. 

Not only are broiler facilities a problem for animals, but the environment too.

Stephenson continues, “Large Broiler chicken facilities emit around 50,000 kgs of ammonia annually. A veterinary report of chickens taken from such a facility found excess mucous in their upper airways caused by ammonia irritation. Ammonia exposure can cause irritation or serious burns to the skin and in very high quantities, can lead to death in humans, according to the National Pollutant Inventory.” 
Ingham’s, the largest poultry supplier in Australia has a new campaign message, it states, ‘If you don’t like chicken there is something very wrong with you’. Ms Stephenson counters, “Anyone who thinks there is something wrong with them for not eating dead chicken after seeing the cruel way they are raised and killed, can rest assured they will not be alone”
Photo opportunity of dead chickens from broiler sheds served up by the Colonel on dinner plates with RIP tombstones.  Footage of conditions at broiler shed also available. 

For further information please contact:

Angie Stephenson 0425 220 750 
