[image: image1.jpg]ANIMAIL LIBERATION




NEW ANTI-FUR CAMPAIGN TARGETS CRUELTY 

Media Release - for immediate release 

Animal Liberation NSW is launching a three-month ‘end the SufFURing’ campaign coinciding with the start of winter to highlight the shocking cruelty involved in the fur industry. Each year millions of animals are slaughtered in the most horrendous ways. Contrary to common belief that only ‘trapped’ animals are killed for their fur, or that fur is merely a ‘by product’, countless numbers of animals are kept in appalling conditions on hundreds of farms in the northern US, Europe, and China. 

What: ‘End the SufFURing’ campaign launch featuring nude models declaring: 
‘We’d Rather Go Naked than Wear Fur’.
When: Tuesday 3 June, 11am.

Where: Wynard Park, Sydney
Contact: Nicole Brown on 9675 5824, or 0439 498 056 
1 Animals are anally electrocuted, beaten, drowned and injected with poisons.

2 Undercover footage depicts conscious animals having their skin ripped from their writhing bodies. 

3 Cats and dogs are being slaughtered and their fur purposely mislabelled as that of another animal.

Despite the high quality and availability of faux fur that feels and looks like the real thing, fur use as both a clothing material and trim is on the rise. According to the latest figures supplied by the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), fur imports into Australia have increased significantly over the past four years 
Nicole Brown, Campaign Manager, End the Suffering states, “ABS figures for tanned and dressed fur imports from China show an increase of 37,500 to 65,500kgs from March-07 to March-08, the monetary value of these imports has risen over the same period from $800, 000 to $1.5million. 
Clearly, someone is making a killing out of killing” states Nicole.
‘end the sufFURing’ is a winter-long campaign that will see anti-fur activists undertaking various actions, ranging from protesting outside boutiques that sell fur, having uniformed ‘fashion police’ officers patrolling Sydney streets, as well as naked stunts at prominent events and Sydney locations. The launch for the 2008 campaign will be accompanied by fur-wearing models symbolising death and the grotesque face of this industry.

“The aim of this campaign is to inform the Australian people that behind the sleek advertising and image of fur as being one of style and elegance, it is actually one of incredible cruelty,” continues Ms Brown. 
“The International Fur Federation projects an image of idyllic and peaceful practices, but nowhere do they actually go into detail nor condemn how the animals are killed. Traps are non-selective, meaning any animal attracted to the baits will be caught. Many companion animals and native species have been trapped and left to die slow, painful deaths either by infection, predation or starvation. On fur farms, animals are kept in appalling conditions and killed at a young age. Since it is the fur that is of value, and not the animal itself, the methods used to kill these creatures are both barbaric and unforgivable. The majority of animals are still conscious as their skin is ripped from their bodies. There have been documented cases of animals still breathing and moving five minutes after having their skin torn from their bodies. We’re asking the public not to support this deplorable cruelty.”

High-resolution images of campaign and fur industry available on request. 
Campaign website : www.endthesuffuring.org
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